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Our first dayon Boigu had come to an end. We were all sitting around the table on the top deck of
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Starling and Orangfonted Fruit Dove ding our day on the island. The sun was setting and we

were all enjoying a cool beer or gin & tonic, whilst keeping one last look out for anything that might

be crossing over from nearby PNG. It wesfirst time on these northern islands for most on board
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conversation wasoncentrated on thesarlierincrediblesighting of Orangéronted Fruit Dove
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streets of Boigu finding twentySinging Starlingitting on power lines and in neighbourhood trees.

We continued through town with everyone readyftacus on aw bird that moved. We checkete

local reed beds for vagrant mannikins without success, past the town cemstangone pointed,
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The initial panic of making sure everyone had seen it subsided after the bird decided to sit there for
at least 15minutes while we walked closer as®t up our scope for a clos@ok. Plenty of photos
weretakenin the dawn lightof what is an umistakable and truly spectacular bird.
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Our targets for our second day on Boigu were three of the local specialtiescappdd
Flowerpecker, Collared Imperial Pigeon and Coconut Lorikeet. For the Flowerpecker | have sites on
both islands but the othetwo are more hit and miss, with figvers the most frequent form of
sighting. After breakfast on board we headed into lsenideciduous vine forest which borders the
extensive nangrove forests fringingost of the island.
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Photo: Reecapped Flowerpecker (Fred Allsopp)



We walk®R dzLJ G2 Yeé WTan2 beyanl b Gake Ndit. i MidnSp@st experience the
flowerpecker visits the tree every 30min but after an hour there wasappearance. Another hour

went by, while we countedCicadabirds Tawnybreasted Honeyeaters, Olimacked Sunbirds and

even another Orang&onted Fruit Dove. Into our third hour we decided to quickly play the call and

within a few seconds we had greatews of a handsome makRedcapped (Papuan) Flowerpecker
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After lunch we walked to the other side of town for better views of a rare cinnamon morph Black
Bittern which Biggles discovered the previous afternooWe managed a few photos dfis large
andunusual bird which | estimated to be nearly 70ciive also managed to fit in a cruise along the
coastline and down the Boigu River. The highlight of our rivesemiere twoHouse Swiftwhich

flew down the river over our boats. Frustratingly | saw two small lorikeets fly past silhouetted by the
sun which most likely would have been Rtahked Lorikeet.

After a couple of days on Boigu it was time to reposition to Saibai. Not long after setting off we

came across another two House Swifthile birding from the boat. Ouifirst visit to Saibai we
concentrated on the western end of the island where we heard a possible Common Paradise
Kingfisher in the mangroves near the cemetery. We walked through the area and searched for an
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Heron, Rufoudhanded Honeyeater and Shining Flycatcher.



After a relatively quiet day we headed into the \&tds for a look at the local evening duck roost.
As we approachedlocks of Ragh Shedluck, Grey Teal and Pacific Black Ducks descended on the
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male GARGANE$wimming with the teal. The brown head and prominent white eyebrow stood out
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few long range ID photos drmade a late dash for the boat a very happy bunch of birders.

Gargany Phot&€entre (Barb William}
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Over the next couple of days we continued to explore the island finding many of the sub species
endemic to these two northeriislands and the Trans Fly. The local sub speci€rarfigefooted
Scrubfowl, Peaceful Dove, Torresian Imperial Pigeon, Barking Owl, Little Kingfisherpfeastsd
Honeyeater, Retheaded Honeyeater, Northern Fantail, Willie Wagtail, Bl&tkcherbird anl
Torresian Crow were all located on Saibai but by the final afternoon we had still not seen or heard a
single Coconut Lorikeet or Collared Imperial Pigeon.



By the final afternoon we had given up on the finding any lorikeets but there was one last ¢bance
find the imperial pigeon, a three hour cruise. We travelled in our zodiacs down the two Saibai rivers
and along the coast. As we cruised the coastline two sturbaiared Imperial Pigeonsrossed the
channel directly in front of us flying from Kaumdgland across to Saibai.They positioned
themselves perfectly in thafternoon light givingis great views of this spectacular pigeon.

It was a wonderful way to end a very successful tour.

The second trip to Boigu and Saibai started the next day andnge again briefly dropped into
Little Tuesday Island on our way north from Horn Island to see-Baltigd (Pale) Whiteye. With

the white-eye in the bag, we had alexing cruise north The tides on Boigu early in the week were
extremely low so we deded to do the tour in reverse order and start on Saibai, which turned out to
be a great decision.

We went ashore on Saibai early the first morning in our two tenders. As everyone was coming
ashore off the first boat a feuCoconut Lorikeetdlew overhead. By the time the second tender

I NNA PGSR (KS@QR 32y So LYONBRAOE® GKAA ¢l a GKS a
and implausibly the very first species we saw this week.

After a couple of hours birding near the cemetery weided to walkeast along the water frorénd

leave Geoff at the Cemetery to do some photography.até@pedbriefly to check out the wetlands

and & we were scanning the area tviracific Swallow sailed past in the strong breeze. Despite a
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After lunch it was time to head back into the wetlands in search of the Garganey. As we approached
the site | cold see there were significantly less waterfowl present than the previous week. The
night before our tour started the island was subject to a huge downpour which filled the interior of
the island with water. The ducks were novguirsed far and wide andhé¢é 500 from the previous

week was now 50 and none of those were our Garganey.
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leaving we spotted a Peregrine Falcon chasing another bird towards us from tldiagiref the

local supermarket. Immediately we realised it was an imperial pigeon and not a Torresiaflevis

away all | could make out was the pale head and | told thegibcould be a Purphailed mperial

Pigeon, then just after that it chandedirections towards us and the falcon gave up its pursuit. It

banked nicely above us in the fading evening lmid we were able to take a quick photo showing

all the diagnostic features6h 9 Q{ Lat 9wL! [ tLD9hbD
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On our first trip we found a new bird for Australia on the first day and incredityQR R2y S Al |
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Back on tle boat that night Geoff told usf another brief sighting gbossible Redlanked Lorikeett
the cemetery. With that information we started the day again at the western @ntbwn in the
hope of seeing these small lorikeets from nearby coastal PNGspafg a couple of hourim the
area and although we had no lorikeets we did have nice views of a flock of eight Pacific Swallows.

Above: All eyes on the Gargan@arb Williams) Pacific SwalloSteve Reynolds)



During the day we visited the eastern end of town and had brief views of the localdogalasub
species of Brown Goshawk before heading into the coastal vine forest in search of the Flowerpecker.
As we enteredhe forest on the edge of town we flusheal fruit dove, which after 40 minutes of
searching was identified as Superb Fruit Dove. Arriving aRedcapped Flowerpeckersite we

were rewarded with excellent views of this highly sougfter species.

We decided once again to finish the day at thedgaaey site and like the afternoon befgtle next
incredible sighting came just as we had nearly given up for the day. As we scanned the wetlands, a
storm approached from the northwest. The sky turned blackwadoticed a flock of Pacific Swifts
travelling on the storm front towards us. We noticed a smaller swiftlet amongst the flock, then
another, then another and as | scanned back towards the stirensky was full ofUNIFORM
SWIFTLETSThe flock was spread out and we estimated there was conseeliatsixty swiftlets,

which eventually travelled in front of us and away towards the far eastern end of the island, which
co-incidentally was where our boat was moordebllowing this spectacle we made our way back to

our boatwhere we enjoyed a wonderfdinner whilst reminiscing over yet another great day.
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On our third day on Saibai | decided to change things around and do one last search for the elusive
duck in the morning. We wandered around the wetlands for a couple of hours again without success

and were soon back in the zodiacs heading to the boat for an early lunch. As we motored east along
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habitat loss, it menacingly patrolled up and down the coastline stirring up a flock of Magpie Geese
and generally looking fittingly breathtaking for what is albsolute world mega. This species is
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in eight trips and certainly the best.
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With several mouthwatering species on our trip list we stilhth two of the local specialties to find,

Collared Imperial Pigeon and Singing Starling. With those two species in mind we repositioned to
Boigu where we were soon ashore and having nice viev&ngfing Starlingas we walked through

town. We set ourseh® dzLJ I G G KS &A { Sfrodtesl Blit Dbve $hy wekkbBfordn NI y 3 S
which is niely located where several large mangrove trees and emergent canopy species provide a
sharp transition to the edge of town and provide quite a few convenient perches fotasget

species. Below: Singing Starling (Joy Tansey)

We staked the site out for a few hours and saw Ciciadabird, Dollarbird, \tfinitated Needletails,

Brush Cuckoo and an assortment of more common local species but not our targets. After a nice
lunch on board we spent the afternoon exploring tbedl Boigu Rivers where we hadef views of

a possible Chestnut Rail and frustratingly haceéhall dark imperial pigeons fly quickly across the
river too quick for us to ID.



